Lesson Planning Guide – Theme 2 (Grade 4)

“Nights of the Pufflings” by Bruce McMillan

DAY ONE

Materials to Prepare:  Display Lesson Essential Question (EQ) and Vocabulary on Student Learning Map (SLM).  Make copies or transparency of “What’s a Puffin?,” display background organizer on chart, write vocabulary words and definitions on chart paper, pull transparencies # 189A and B, 69.
	Author’s Purpose: To inform readers about a community that helps puffins

	Concept: Text Features Skill Essential Question: What are the special features of different kinds of nonfiction text?

	Vocabulary: text structure, summary statement, sections, headings, subheadings, bold print, italics, glossary, photographs, captions, maps, diagrams, charts

	Goal
	Page
	Activity

	Activating

15-20 minutes
	T206G-H


	Introduce LEQ and Vocabulary on (SLM).  
Activating Strategy: 

Remind students that the kite articles they discussed on Friday are examples of nonfiction. Pass out copies or project a transparency of “What’s a Puffin?” Read and discuss, pointing out the bolded words and heading as nonfiction elements. Ask Listening Comprehension questions.


	Teaching Strategies
45-60 minutes
	T502I
T206K

T206L

T208

211-217
217
	Follow Introduce The Skill: Elements of Nonfiction.  Follow Teach Model with transparency # 189A and B and have volunteers read aloud information in boxes. (You may want to give students copies of this as a reference.)
Build Background by accessing prior knowledge using graphic organizer. Connect this to students’ lives.  Post background graphic organizer.   Ask each of the Develop Concepts questions.  Allow students time to discuss each question in collaborative pairs.

Story Vocabulary – Introduce and discuss story vocabulary words and definitions on chart.  Post for a few weeks.   Review vocabulary words and definitions using transparency # 69.
Prereading Strategies:  Preview text and make predictions.  Discuss genre, Set Purpose for reading and ask students to think about which type of nonfiction structure (Main Idea/Detail, Cause and Effect, Sequence, or Compare/Contrast) this story might be as they read. Teacher reads first few pages aloud.

Small group (teacher-led) reading for Intervention level and partner reading for Enrichment and Target levels.

Collaborative pairs discuss Think and Respond questions – checking back in text for information or confirmation.

	Summarizing

Strategies

10-15 minutes

ing

5-10 minutes
	
	Refer back to transparency #189. Collaborative pairs discuss if “Nights of the Pufflings” is Main Idea/Detail, Cause and Effect, Sequence, or Compare/Contrast text structure. (I’m thinking Sequence since it describes what happens sequentially during the year.) Share their thinking whole group.
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DAY TWO

Materials to Prepare: Display the strategy on SLM.  Display Question of the Day (attached) on chart tablet or transparency, display Elements of Nonfiction graphic organizer on chart paper, prepare copies of student graphic organizer (attached), transparency “What is a Puffin?”
	Strategy Essential Question:  What strategies do good readers use? Adjust reading rate

	Goal
	Page
	Activity

	Activating

15-20 minutes
	T206H
T206G
	Review LEQ.  Ask Strategy EQ and post strategy of the week.  

Ask Question of the Day. Ask students to discuss in collaborative pairs for one minute.  Then ask some partners to share.
Follow Set a Purpose and Listening Strategy.  Reread aloud “What’s a Puffin?”  Think aloud, modeling filling in Elements of Nonfiction graphic organizer.  


	Teaching Strategies
45-60 minutes
	206J
T206-207
T217
T216
T22O-225

	Follow Introduce The Strategy: Follow Teach/Model referring back to “What’s a Puffin?” (instead of transparency.)
Story Vocabulary – Review story vocabulary words and definitions on chart.  Read Vocabulary Power aloud together or have students read in collaborative pairs. Follow Extend Word Knowledge.  Ask a question, have collaborative pairs tell each other their answers, and then ask next question, etc.  Ask students to choose one word from the vocabulary and create a Frayer Diagram, four flap-flip book, 5 box word analysis matrix or write sentences.
Review Selection. Review student predictions made on Day One.  Have students determine which ones were accurate.  Use the Retell questions to prompt students in retelling the selection. If time, review Think and Respond questions.
Tell students that they will be paying attention to nonfiction elements as they read the magazine article “Caring for Crocs.” Begin small group reading for Intervention level and partner reading for Enrichment and Target levels. Have them fill in the Elements of Nonfiction organizer after they read for one heading. 
Identify text structure. (I’m thinking Main Idea/Detail)



	Summarizing

Strategies 

10-15 minutes
ing

5-10 minutes
	
	Letter to Absent Student: Students write a letter to an “absent student” explaining all the important elements to watch for in nonfiction. 
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DAY THREE

Materials to Prepare:  Display question of the day (attached) on chart tablet or transparency, choose listening comprehension selection related to theme or from content area and usable with nonfiction elements, write two focus skill questions on post-its and place in selection for use during read aloud, display Elements of Nonfiction graphic organizer on chart paper, prepare copies of student graphic organizer (attached), pull leveled readers (Books for All Learners), transparency of Summary Statement questions (attached - Revise if you have more than 4 table groups.) 
	Goal
	Page
	Activity

	Activating

15-20 minutes
	T206H


	Review LEQs.  

Ask Question of the Day. Ask students to discuss with collaborative partner for one minute.  Then ask some partners to share.

Set Listening Purpose. Read listening selection. Stop along the way and ask pre-planned questions from post-it notes. Think aloud modeling filling in Elements of Nonfiction graphic organizer.       

	Teaching Strategies
45-60 minutes
	T229M-O
T226

T226


	Story Vocabulary – Review vocabulary words and definitions on chart. Ask students to choose TWO words from the vocabulary and create a Frayer Diagram, continue four flap-flip book, 5 box word analysis matrix or write sentences.
Guided Reading using Books For All Learners: “The Bird on the Beach” (Intervention), “Summer Mystery” (Target) and “Fire & Ice” (Enrichment). Follow Preview/Set Purpose, Vocabulary, and Reading the Book.   Students read and fill in nonfiction elements graphic organizer. 
Independent Work Options during Guided Reading:  
· Collaborative pairs discuss “Compare Texts” questions. 
· Have students begin the writing activity “Write a Project Description” by starting to fill in a chart (see attached) with their ideas. Urge students to use examples from the reading selections to support their ideas. Collect notes for students to use on Day Four.  
· Independent reading and writing responses.

· Center activities



	Summarizing

Strategies

10-15 minutes
ing

5-10 minutes
	
	Summary Statements: Have table groups write summary statements for one of the following questions: How are photographs and captions useful in nonfiction text?, What is the purpose of a summary statement?, What is the purpose of headings?, Why are words bolded or italicized in nonfiction text?
Save to share tomorrow.
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DAY FOUR

Materials to Prepare:   Display question of the day (attached) on chart tablet or transparency, choose listening comprehension selection related to theme or from content area and usable with nonfiction elements, write two focus skill questions on post-its and place in selection for use during read aloud, display Elements of Nonfiction graphic organizer on chart paper, have available copies of student graphic organizer (from yesterday) and leveled readers (Books for all Learners).
	Goal
	Page
	Activity

	Activating

15-20 minutes
	T206H


	Review LEQs.  

Ask Question of the Day. Ask students to discuss in collaborative pairs for one minute.  Then ask some partners to share.

Set Listening Purpose. Have students summarize what they heard yesterday (if continuing from Day Three).  Read listening selection. Stop along the way and ask pre-planned focus skill questions from post-it notes.  Think aloud modeling filling in Elements of Nonfiction graphic organizer.        

	Teaching Strategies
45-60 minutes
	T229M-O

T226
T226


	Story Vocabulary – Review vocabulary words and definitions on chart. Ask students to choose TWO words from the vocabulary and create a Frayer Diagram, continue four flap-flip book, 5 box word analysis matrix or write sentences.
Guided Reading using Books For All Learners: “The Bird on the Beach” (Intervention), “Summer Mystery” (Target) and “Fire & Ice” (Enrichment). Continue reading and filling in graphic organizer.  Have students re-read silently if there is time.

 Independent Work Options during Guided Reading:  
· Collaborative pairs discuss “Compare Texts” questions.
· Ask students to continue the writing activity “Write a Project Description” by finishing the chart with their ideas. Urge students to use examples from the reading selections to support their ideas. Once they are done with their charts have them write up their project descriptions.  If they are done early they may illustrate their projects.  
· Independent reading and writing responses.

· Center activities



	Summarizing

Strategies

10-15 minutes
ing

5-10 minutes
	
	Summary Statements: Have student groups share their summary statements whole group and discuss.
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DAY FIVE

Materials to Prepare:   Refer to LFS Reading Strategy Assignments flip chart.  Pull available resources for Cumulative Review.
	Goal
	 Page
	Activity

	Cumulative Review
15-20 minutes
	
	Available resources:  FCAT transparencies, MASCOT, Blast-Off, Test Success, Measuring Up, etc…

	 Focus Skill Practice
15-20 minutes
	
	Review Steps in the Process (flip chart) for.  Model how to answer Text Elements Questions. Use those appropriate for nonfiction.


	Focus Skill Assessment
  30 minutes
ing

5-10 minutes
	
	 Assess focus skill and story vocabulary.



	Extend/Accelerate
20-30 minutes

	
	Meet with intervention group to preview next week’s vocabulary and graphic organizer.
Introduce Extend activity: Share project descriptions in small groups.



Question of the Day

Day One:  What kinds of things does a bird do instinctively throughout its life?

Day Two:  What is life like for the children on Heimaey Island?

Day Three:  What do pufflings and crocodiles have in common?

Day Four:  Where can you find information about Iceland?

Name _____________________   Date _________  Title _______________________
Elements of Nonfiction

	Topic




↓
	Subtopic




↓
	Facts




Name _____________________________
Date _____________
Title _________________________________

Directions:  Think of an activity that would make a good project for a group of student volunteers where you live.  Use the chart below to organize your ideas.

	Why Would This Be a Good Project?
	How Many People Would Be Needed?
	What Supplies Might Be Needed?
	What Are The Main Steps of the Project?

	
	
	
	


Name____________________________________            Date________________

Test 
“Nights of the Pufflings”/ “Caring For Crocs”


1. Read these sentences from “Nights of the Pufflings.”
Millions of these birds are returning from their winter at sea. They are coming back to Halla’s island and the nearby uninhabited islands to lay eggs and raise puffin chicks.

What does the word uninhabited mean in this sentence?

a. having a lot of people living there
c. tropical
b. no one lives there



d. birds won’t go there
2. Read this sentence from “Nights of the Pufflings.”
The pufflings are ready to fly and will at last venture out into the night.

What word or phrase below best explains the word venture in this sentence?

a. go out in a dangerous place
  c. stay in a dangerous place
b. go out in a safe place

  d. stay in a safe place
3. Read this sentence from “Nights of the Pufflings.”
Halla and her friends will spend each night searching for stranded pufflings that don’t make it to the water.

Which phrase below means almost the SAME as stranded?
a. left out


   c. little baby
b. groups of


   d. left behind
4. Read this sentence from “Nights of the Pufflings.”
When the puffling runs down the street, she races after it, grabs it, and nestles it in her arms.

Which word below bests explains the meaning of the word nestles in the sentence?



  a. snuggles


c. pushes


  b. crushes


d. drops
5. After reading the two stories, the reader can tell the authors’ main purpose is 

a. to let us know that puffins and crocodiles are endangered
b. to inform us about people who help animals
c. to entertain us with stories about animals
d. to persuade us that children should take care of animals
6. What are the nights of the pufflings? What do Halla and the children do during the nights of the pufflings?  Include details from the story to support your answer.
 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________________________________

7. Why did the authors use photographs in “Nights of the Pufflings” and “Caring For Crocs” ?
a. the authors can’t draw illustrations
b. to help the reader better understand real people and events
c. to make the story more colorful
d. to help the reader understand fictional characters and events
8. On page 220, the article “Caring for Crocs” begins with 
A toothy terror?
American crocodiles are gentler than they look – and endangered as well. But the good news is that scientists in Florida are working to save them.

What is the purpose of this passage?
a. to introduce important vocabulary
b. to summarize what the article will be about
c. to introduce the narrative elements
d. to let the reader know that the story is fiction
9. Why does the author use headings in “Caring for Crocs”?
a. to help the reader organize the information and recognize a change of main idea
b. to help the reader recognize important words
c. to help the reader understand the author’s purpose
d. to let the reader know that the story is long
10. According to the caption on page 221, Nile crocodiles
a. have cute babies
b. do not hatch from eggs
c. are endangered
d. have leathery eggs
Name____________________________________            Date________________

Nonfiction Elements
	Text Element
	Example from Text
	Description

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Summary Statements

1. How are photographs and captions useful in nonfiction text?
2. What is the purpose of a summary statement? 
3. What is the purpose of headings?
4. Why are words bolded or italicized in nonfiction text?
